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First Ever “Shabbos of
Inspiration” Celebrates
Completion of 60 Mikvaos

Over the weekend of Parshas Yisro, a
monumental Kiddush Hashem took place
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Stamford,
Connecticut. The hotel was filled with
hundreds of diverse Mikvah USA askanim
and supporters from across the nation
who celebrated a splendid “Shabbos of
Inspiration” program.
This program was the first of its kind,
arranged to celebrate the historic milestone
of the completion of sixty mikvaos across
the continent – from Brooklyn to Puerto
Rico – in addition to dozens of other Mikvah
USA projects that are currently in the works.
Preeminent Rabbanim and Roshei Yeshivah
graced the event, eager to share in the
simcha.
As befits a cause as lofty as taharah,
every aspect of the Shabbos was five-star
– the décor, the cuisine, the speakers and
more. The tefillos and seudos were uplifting,
with a spirit of kedushah and taharah in the
air. Attendees were fascinated to learn more
about each Mikvah USA project, which was
brought to life through photos, audio-visual
presentations and live testimonials from
community members.
As dedicated as attendees were
previously to the cause of taharah, they
returned home on Sunday with a greatly
enhanced appreciation of their zechus – and
an ironclad motivation to help Mikvah USA
celebrate many more historic milestones
in the advancement of taharah, b’ezras
Hashem.

Hitting Home
Surprise

guests

at

the

Shabbos

of

Inspiration were four young Stamford
Day School students – casually dressed in
kippot serugot and sports-themed garb –
who strolled into the lobby, eager to see
which Jewish communal event was being
held at the hotel that week. The boys asked
whether the organization had anything to
do with the local mikvah in Stamford.
A Mikvah USA askan took them to one
of the over 100 placards in the hall, which
profiled each of the organization’s projects.
Sure enough, the beautiful Stamford mikvah
was one of them. The boys were blown away.
This organization – which they’ve never
heard of – is behind a prime fixture in their
community life. “You know what?” one of the
boys volunteered. “I just recently celebrated
my Bar Mitzvah and I want to donate some of
my Bar Mitzvah money to this organization.”

A Mother’s Tears
Change the World
Rabbi Ilan Meirov, Founder and Director
of CHAZAQ kiruv organization, recounted his
remarkable path to frumkeit. When he was
a young boy, his family moved from Eretz
Yisroel to Queens. His mother – who was not
religious – went to enroll him in Yeshiva Ohr
Yisroel. The Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Yehoshua
Geldzahler, zt”l, explained to her that
unfortunately the Yiddish-speaking school
was not suitable to her children’s secular
upbringing at home.
Mrs. Meirov broke down in tears, pleading
that her children have a Jewish chinuch. Rav
Geldzahler sensed her sincerity and accepted
the boys, even providing them with tutors
to acclimate them to Yiddish. Today, Rabbi
Ilan and his brother Rav Yaniv are leaders
in the Bukharian Jewish community, helping
bring countless Jews closer to Hashem and
guiding families on a daily basis.

The Meirov brothers are also particularly
active in the Beth Gavriel mikvah project,
which is expected to significantly increase
taharah observance in the community.
They shared their life story with spellbound
Shabbos of Inspiration attendees, and
expounded upon the incredible assistance
that Mikvah USA has provided toward the
Beth Gavriel project. They explained that the
project would likely still be a pipe dream if
Mikvah USA would not have gotten involved.
Every family, every child, brought closer to
Hashem through taharah is another world.

The Speakers Speak
From when the first guests arrived on
Friday until the program concluded on
Sunday, attendees enjoyed fascinating
addresses from the Jewish world’s most
sought-after speakers – with tracks for both
men and women. Inspiration and enjoyment
went hand in hand.
Please see special Mikvahgram insert with
a detailed recap some of the inspiration and
guidance shared at this beautiful Shabbos.

The Door
is Open!
An
Indescribable
Simcha

Every Mikvah USA project is a world in and of its own. The process takes years,
with painstaking planning, fundraising, construction work, milestones and…
yes…setbacks. The joy amongst all involved in a project once it is successfully
completed is indescribable: The fruits of all the hard work and growing pains
are in front of your eyes. It is majestic and inviting. The community is excited.
Additional community members have undertaken to observe taharah, with
others likely to follow suit.
A community with a beautiful local mikvah is on an entirely different plane
than one with a run-down mikvah – or, certainly, with no mikvah at all. The
residents sense it, and the transformation affects every aspect of community
life.
In each community, the mikvah completion is celebrated with a beautiful
Chanukas Habayis ceremony. Men and women from the community, as well
as Mikvah USA askanim and benefactors from far and wide, attend. More
than celebrating a new mikvah, they are celebrating the beginning of a new
chapter in the community’s history.

The following is a recap of some of the recent Chanukas Habayis ceremonies:

Sharon, MA

Beautifully Renovated Mikvah Opens Doors In Memory of
Ezra Schwartz, Hy”d
A cross-section of the local Jewish community assembled
to celebrate the Chanukas Habayis of the newly expanded and
renovated mikvah in the tight-knit Boston suburb of Sharon.
The old mikvah’s deteriorating condition had made it effectively
unusable. Mikvah USA was
an invaluable partner in every
aspect of the expansion/
renovation project.
It was particularly poignant
for the Sharon community to
have the mikvah dedicated
in memory of Ezra Schwartz,
hy"d, a local beloved Yeshiva
student who was murdered
by a Palestinian terrorist in
Gush Etzion. This dedication was made at the initiative of Mikvah
USA supporters Mr. and Mrs. Melly Lifshitz and Mr. and Mrs. Eric
Sternberg of New York, who had never even met Ezra or his family
members at the time.
The Bostoner Rebbe, shlit”a, and other Rabbanim from the
region, as well as Rabbi Yitzchok Bistritzky, shlit”a, Rabbi Baruch
Cywiak and other Mikvah USA representatives, personally joined

the festivities. “Our mission is to break the ice in our hearts and
light a fire instead, to fulfill this mitzvah with warmth and zeal,”
Rabbi Bistritzky exclaimed. “With Hashem’s help, Mikvah USA will
continue bringing light into communities across America.”

Lower Merion, PA

HaRav Shmuel Kamenetsky, shlit”a,
Headlines Chanukas Habayis
HaRav Shmuel Kamenetsky, shlit”a, HaRav Shalom Kamenetsky,
shlit”a, and HaRav Yehuda Svei, shlit”a – Roshei Yeshivah of
Philadelphia – were among the special guests who joined the
Lower Merion, Pennsylvania, community’s Chanukas Habayis
celebration of its new mikvah, Ateres Hoda Masha.
This Philadelphia area township is home to approximately
20,000 Jews and has a
vibrant Orthodox kehillah
led by Rabbi Avraham
Shmidman, as well as a
strong kiruv infrastructure.
There was great potential
to bring many additional
yidden closer to taharah
and a Torah lifestyle.
However, the old, worn-out
mikvah was a significant
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impediment to this effort.
Rabbi Shmidman and others from the
local community launched the new mikvah
project, recognizing how much it would help
both current taharah observers and those
contemplating joining their ranks. Mikvah USA
was an enormously helpful resource in bringing
the project to fruition. Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky,
among many others from the area Yeshivah
community, was actively supportive of the
project as well. At the Chanukas Habayis, Rav
Shmuel remarked, “Whatever kedushah we can
bring into the community is our duty.”

Glenbrook, IL

After Seven Years, Mikvah Opens Its Doors
to Elated Community
It was in
2010 when
Northbrook,
IL,
resident
Josh Nankin
took
upon
himself the
difficult task
of building a
mikvah in this
fast-growing

Chicago suburb, which did not have a mikvah of
its own. Local Rabbanim Rabbi Yehoshua Karsh
of Darchei Noam and Rabbi Meir Moscowitz of
Chabad were enthusiastically on board.
The road was long and riddled with obstacles,
related to everything from fundraising to
construction. However, Mr. Nankin and his
peers did not relent. With the help of Hashem
and His emissaries – particularly Mikvah USA
– the “Solomon and Dora Einhorn Glenbrook
Mikvah” in the Glenbrook neighborhood is now
complete. The mikvah is attractive, upscale and
very pleasant to use. The building is named after
Mrs. Ellen Rosenblatt Avner, a”h, Josh’s motherin-law.
Members of the Northbrook community saw
the Chanukas Habayis as a personal celebration,
one that will pay inestimable dividends toward
the future of the community. Conveying the
thoughts of his friends and neighbors, Mr. Nankin
stated, “None of this could be possible without
the work of Rabbi Yitzchok Bistritzky and Mikvah
USA. Many of the donors from Mikvah USA have
flown in from New York to witness this event
firsthand and to each of you I say thank you so
much.”

Shabbos Dedicators

R’ Yaty Weinreb

R’ Eliezer Kestenbaum

R’ Menachem Gershon Lebowitz

Introducing our Devoted Board Member Reb Hershel Indig:
Mikvah USA is honored to
have Reb Hershel Indig as a
member of our Board of
Directors. Reb Hershel
is a respected longtime
member of Khal Emunas
Yisroel in Boro Park who
is renowned for his
warmth towards every
fellow yid. He operates
a large Gemach that has
helped countless families
overcome difficult times over
the years, and is instrumental in

an array of other chessed and kiruv
activities.
Reb Hershel has a particular
warmth toward the cause of taharah
and Mikvah USA’s goal to ensure
that every yid has easy access to a
pleasant kosher mikvah. As a Board
member, Reb Hershel is always
eager to help in any way he can.
He has played a leading role in the
success and development of our
organization, and takes a personal
involvement in each project.

R’ Chaim Yehuda Lefkowitz

R’ Shlomo Weber

HELP US ON OUR WAY TO COMPLETION
Issaquah, WA

New Albany, OH

Ocean City, MD

Scottsdale, AZ

Board
Members:

Rabbi Yitzchok Bistritzky-Founder,
R’ Yossel Ausch, R’ Shlomo Frand, R’ Moshe Greenfield, R’ Moshe Grunhut, R’ Heshy Indig, R’ Yoel Israel,
Rabbi Eliezer Kestenbaum, R’ Zelig Mendelowitz, R’ David Schreiber, R’ Aryeh Wassner, R’ Yaty Weinreb

Shocker in Mill Basin: “I burst out crying.”
If this can at all be quantified, we would
say that Mikvah USA’s most substantial
mikvah project ever is the one currently under
construction in the Brooklyn neighborhood
of Mill Basin. The Mill Basin mikvah is large
and costly, and comes after many years
of frustrating failed attempts by the local
community to build a mikvah. Most of all, it
is estimated that as many as 500 new
families will begin observing taharah
once the mikvah is complete. Wow!

contractor in time. As the due date for the
next payment, approximately $150,000, got
closer, Reb Baruch spared no effort to raise the
additional funds. This time, however, the Satan
was in overdrive, placing every impediment
possible. Reb Baruch reached out to family
members, strangers, and just about anyone
else who could possibly help or at least offer

unrelated mikvah project aspect. This yid
was not known to be wealthy, so Reb Baruch
did not even mention the pressing financial
challenge. They discussed the unrelated issue
and the yid casually asked, “How’s the project
going overall?” Reb Baruch then shared the
predicament with the installment deadline. He
was totally unprepared for what came
next….

Exactly forty-two minutes after their
first texting exchange of the day, Reb
Baruch’s phone rang and it was this Mill
Basin resident on the line again. "You
can't say my name to anybody but I have
a $150,000 check waiting in my house
for you!," said the voice at the other end.
It turns out he had recently acquired an
Nevertheless, the Satan refused
inheritance and decided right then
to wave the white flag. Additional
and there that enabling the continued
complications continuously crept up
In respect of the donor’s wishes, we are not publicizing his name, but we can
construction of the new local mikvah
throughout the construction process.
show you a photograph of the check that has “Yad Hashem” written all over it.
The most complex one was an
was the best tzedakah investment he
a new lead - to little avail. The funding just did
unexpected “high water table,” which delayed
could make with the funds. Additional funding
not come through this time.
construction by eight months and added
must still be raised in order for the mikvah to
$400,000 to its cost. Construction could not
be completed, but Reb Baruch is once again
“The thought of delaying construction with
continue until this additional funding could be
assured that he is not carrying this burden
so many families waiting to use the mikvah
procured.
was driving me crazy,” Reb Baruch recounts.
alone.
“I davened to Hashem telling Him that this
Rabbi Baruch Cywiak, Mikvah USA Director
“I'm not ashamed to tell you that I started
mikvah was going to bring His children to
of Special Projects, who took a distinct
to cry – right there on the phone,” says Reb
taharah and that I really needed help. And I
personal interest in this project, lost sleep
Baruch. “Hashem was showing me that if we
kept telling myself that Hashem does not need
night after night. He now needed to come up
try enough for the right thing then He makes
our money; what He really needs is our efforts.”
with nearly half a million dollars for a project
it happen!
that he had already tapped many fundraising
The day before the deadline, Reb Baruch
resources for over a period of years.
Hashem just needs us to make the efforts,
was still trying. He randomly sent a text
no matter how difficult it seems, and He then
message to a Mill Basin resident who was
Reb Baruch successfully worked to make
the first installment of this extra cost to the
is involved in the project, discussing an
takes over the rest.”
Merely getting the community on
board, raising the funds and getting
construction in motion were monumental
undertakings. B’siyata dishmaya, after
years of relentless Mikvah USA efforts,
construction began in September 2017.

